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No. 483 


September 14, 1945 2d: 


WRECKING GERMANY WILL 
RUIN EUROPE 


HE accounts of the effects 
of the atom-bomb in Japan 
now being published are 
truly appalling. Apparently 
the intense radio-activity set up 
by the discharge sets in motion 
a delayed process of physical 
disintegration ‘of the human 
body. 
Victims who appeared out- 


Feed Europe now - 
without regard to nationality 


Drastic action must be taken immediately to feed the hordes 
of hungry people—millions of them wandering, homeless, in Ger- 
many—and they must be succoured according to their need, not 


according to their nationality. 


This is the theme of an appeal sent to the Press at the beginning of this 
week over the signatures of the following eight well-known people : Dr. 
SIDNEY M. BERRY (General Secretary, Congregational Union) ; the Rev. 
HENRY CARTER, CBE; Dr. GEORGE BELL (Bishop of Chichester) ; 
VICTOR GOLLANCZ ; Dr. A. D. LINDSAY (the Master of Balliol) ; Prot. 
GILBERT MURRAY, OM; Miss ELEANOR RATHBONE, MP; and Earl 


RUSSELL. 


Their appeal, which we print in full below, concludes with a call to all 
who are willing for their rations to be cut to make the fact known by sending 


a postcard to the address which they 


PRACTICAL GESTURE 
YOU CAN MAKE 


ORRESPONDENTS in Ber- 
lin have been sending to 
_ their newspapers a descrip- 
tion of conditions in that city 
which must have been read by 
many with grave disquiet. 
Expelled from their homes in the 
Sudetenland, East Prussia and the 
whole vast region of Germany taken 
over by the Poles, sometimes at 
thirty minutes’ notice and without the 
provision of food or transport, a 
horde of Germans is struggling daily 
into Berlin—and being turned away, 
because there is no food for them. 
The majority are old men, women and 
children. 


Some of these persons, too weak 
to wander further, have been seen 
under the bomb-wrecked roof of the 
Stettiner railway station, dead or 
dying. 

“One woman,” writes the reporter 
of a leading London newspaper, 
“emaciated, with dark rings under 
her eyes and sores breaking out all 
over her face, could only mutter 
self-condemnation because she was 
unable to feed her two whimpering 
babies. I watched her trying des- 
perately to force milk from her milk- 
less breasts—a pitiful effort that 
only left her crying at her failure.” 

The correspondent of another re- 
sponsible London paper writes that 
“at a conservative estimate—given 
me by Dr. Karl Biaer, anti-Nazi, now 
installed as head of Berlin’s Social 
Welfare Committee — there are 
8,000,000 homeless nomads milling 
about the areas of the provinces 
around Berlin. If you take in the 
Sudeten Germans expelled from 
Czecho-Slovakia and those on the 
move from elsewhere, the figure of 
those for whom no food can be pro- 
vided rises to 13,000,000 at least. 
This proportion of Germany’s popu- 
lation must die before winter if 
nothing is done.” 


* 


If we call attention to this vast 
tragedy, it is certainly not because 
we fail to realize how grievously our 
allies are suffering, nor because we 
would wish any preference to be 
given to ex-enemy nationals. Nothing 
1s more urgent than the speediest 
relief of Europe as a whole. 

“T believe,” said Sir Arthur Salter 
recently in the House of Commons, 
“that if the lorries that we and the 
American Army have near the spot 
where they are required were used 
quickly, the transport problem of 
Europe could be solved. I believe 
that if the reserves of meat and 
clothing which the Armies have were 
freed and quickly used, a great deal 
could be done to meet the other 
necessities of Europe.” 

We _ wholeheartedly endorse this 
plea. But we are profoundly troubled 


give. 


An appeal to 
Americans 


ON Tuesday, “Share the Food 

Day,” Americans will be asked 
to eat typical menus of English 
people, Russians, Dutch, French, 
Chinese and so forth. 

They are asked (according to 
Monday’s Daily Express) to lunch 
off some such delicacy as potato- 
peel soup, and give the money they 
save to a fund to provide extra 
food for the undernourished 
abroad. 

A recent poll of American 
women showed that 84 per cent. of 
them were willing to endure con- 
tinued rationing to send food 
abroad. Those against it were for 
some reason nearly all women 
under 25. 


by even the bare possibility that 
mass-starvation cannot be prevented 
without some cut in our own rations, 
and that the authorities may hesitate 
to ask us, after six years of war, to 
make this sacrifice: and also by the 
fear that, amidst so much misery, the 
actual death by hunger of German 
nationals may be disregarded. 


* 


We do not think that the Govern- 
ment need feel such hesitation. It is 
not in accordance with the traditions 
of this country to allow children— 
even the children of ex-enemies—to 
starve. But we have reason to believe 
that in any case numbers of our 
fellow-countrymen would be willing 
to make some voluntary sacrifice in 
this cause. 

We ask, therefore, all who read 
this letter, and who share our concern, 
immediately to send a postcard (not 
a letter) to “Save Europe Now,” 144 
Southampton Row, London, W.C.1, 
giving their name and address and 
saying that they will gladly have 
their rations cut, if thereby alone 
men, women and children of what- 
ever nationality may be saved from 
intolerable suffering. 


“Save the children” again 
a AFTER a day in Berlin, on his 

4 way to Moscow, Mr. J. B. 
Priestley feels that an international 
children’s charter, on the lines of the 
Save the Children campaign after the 
last war, should be sponsored im- 
mediately by the Allied nations,” 
reported Norman Clark, News Chron- 
icle Special Correspondent, in that 
newspaper on Wednesday. 

He quoted Mr. Priestley as saying : 

“These children are guiltless—yet 
they are the ones who are paying the 
heaviest part of the price for Ger- 
many’s guilt .... 

“The tots of Germany are in the 
same plight as the children of Hol- 
land and France, Poland, the Balkans 
and Greece. But how can we, with 
any right, discriminate against them? 
If we do, we will be nurturing the 
seeds of hate again . a 


wardly unharmed _ gradually 
dissolve into death—by a kind 
of living decomposition. The 
constitution of the blood is so 
altered that it has no recupera- 
tive power. And it is now esti- 
mated that 250,000 human 
beings will have been killed as 
the result of a single discharge. 

A diabolical reverse to this picture 
is suggested in a broadcast by the 
famous American columnist, Walter 
Winchell (Daily Mail, Sept. 4). He 
says that the 200 Allied scientists 
who developed the atom-bomb are 
battling with the American State 
Department over the control of the 


weapon. 

“The State Department has been urging 
them to turn all their secrets over to Dupont. 
The scientists are dead set“against this. The 
State Department is insisting that Dupont 
get it, but the scientists are afraid to trust 
this or any other businesea outfit.’” 


Dupont (Dupont-Nemours) is the 
huge American chemical, explosives 
and armaments combine, which is in- 
timately connected with the financial 
house of Morgan. It seems an incred- 
ible suggestion that the power of the 
atomic bomb should be deliberately 
placed by a responsible Government 
in the hands of Big Business as such. 
I think the report should be treated 
with reserve. 


Throttling production 


HE overall picture of Europe 

grows rapidly more sinister. It 
would be, indeed, difficult to exag- 
gerate its blackness. 

In spite of the Potsdam “agree- 
ment,” there has been neither cessa- 
tion nor orderly control of the mass- 
expulsions of Germans. Poland is 
believed to be deporting 15 million 
people in all, and Czecho-Slovakia 34 
million (Evening Standard, Sept. 3). 
And these 183 millions are to be 
crushed into a Germany of which the 
Russian zone has been almost com- 
pletely denuded of livestock and 
capital equipment. 

Meanwhile in the West the coal 
production of the Ruhr, on which, 
since the incorporation of the whole 
of Upper Silesia in Poland, Germany 
is entirely dependent, is down to less 
than one-seventh of normal, and steel 
production is down to the fantastic 
figure of one per cent. of normal 
(Economist, Sept. 8). Not only so, 
but the Russians who have a claim to 
25 per cent. of the “redundant” 
capital equipment of the Western 
.zone are pressing that the Ruhr steel 
production shall not be allowed to 
become more than 10 per cent. of 
pre-war, and—even worse—the 
Americans are backing them, at least 
to the extent of refusing the British 
suggestion of 40-50 per cent. and 
suggesting a compromise of 20 per 
cent. 


Deliberate policy 


Now, let us make no mistake.. 

This policy—much of which is 
already an accomplished fact—-means 
the destruction of Germany and the 
German people, and the quick ruin of 
Europe. Unfortunately, to most 
people these are mere phrases. But 
the evidence is now, to my mind, 
pretty clear that Russia is deliberate- 
ly aiming at the ruin of Europe. This 
judgment will be ascribed to my well- 
known anti-Soviet bias. The facts 
admit no other interpretation. 

Throughout the war Russia has 
opposed any suggestion of the poli- 
tical or economic integration of 
Western Europe; immediately the 
war was over, without waiting for 
the agreement of her Allies, she 
began a planned expropriation of the 
capital equipment of Germany. She 
is now pressing for a reduction of 
German steel production to a level at 
which no restoration of ‘its capital 
equipment is possible. And she has 
encouraged such a mass-expulsion of 
Germans into the truncated and im- 
povérished Reich as will make the 
death of millions of Germans almost 
inevitable. 

That shocks, but does not surprise 
me. Delenda est Europa. 


America’s attitude 


WVHAT does surprise as well as 
"" shock me is that USA should | 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


acquiesce in this policy of the destruc- 
tion of Europe. Certainly, we had 
been warned, by the Morgenthau plan 
for the “ pastoralization” of Ger- 
many, that USA might have neither 
understanding nor sympathy for the 
problems of Europe. To the average 
American mind, perhaps, Europe ts 
just a damned nuisanee : not a poten- 
tial enemy to be deliberately 
destroyed, as it is to Soviet Russia, 
but the nursery-bed of troubles in 
which USA always becomes unwil- 
lingly involved. 

A country which responded, as 
Britain did, to the slogan “To Hell 
with Czecho-Slovakia !” should have 
some understanding if the Ameri- 
cans respond to the slogan “To Hell 
with Europe!” 

But can USA hope to reap any ad- 
vantage from a ruined Europe? If 
Europe is in such a position that it 
cannot reconstruct itself, cannot USA 
undertake the job—at a profit? 
Where does the profit come in ? 

Rather ominously, the new Ameri- 
can Secretary of the State Depart- 
ment has corrected the suggestion 
which seemed to be made in Presi- 
dent Truman’s recent report—that 
Lend-Lease should be wiped off the 
slate. Even if cash repayment is im- 
possible, repayment “in other forms” 
may be required. One of the forms 
may be a renunciation of the idea of 
economic integration of Western 
Europe. 


The only chance 


HE motives of Russian policy are 

clear. She finds additional security 
in the decline of Western Europe. 
Those of American policy are obscure 
and probably confused. But both 
Russia and USA share a contempt 
for Europe: the Russian contempt is 
full of fear, the American of im- 
patience. But unless, at this eleventh 
hour, Britain will act boldly on behalf 
of what can be saved of Europe, in a 
few years’ time men will be asking 
whether Hitler’s Europe would not, 
after all, have been better than the 
Europe in which they will be living. 

Unless Britain, temporarily in con- 
trol of the key-position of Western 
Europe—the Ruhr—is prepared to 
take a bold political and economic 
initiative, at the risk of incurring the 
hostility of Russia and the opposition 
of USA, it will quickly be apparent 
that the defeat of Germany by two 
extra-European Powers have been an 
unmitigated disaster for Europe, and 
for. Britain herself. 


The first step 


7OR such a political and economic 
initiative the new Labour Govern- 
ment is, in theory anyhow, the appro- 
priate instrument. By the very fact 
that it is nominally a Socialist 
government it should be committed 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


THE MAN NEXT DOOR 


HE enclosed, writes a reader send- 

ing a substantial gift to the Peace 
News fund, is from the man next 
door. “He lost both his legs in the 
1914-18 war, and his two brothers 
were killed. I always pass my Peace 
News on to him.” 

I ask myself : What am I doing to justify 
the faith and generosity of the man next 
door? And the only answer I can give is 
that I am doing my best. Nor do I give even 
that answer without much searching of heart. 

It would not (I truly believe) matter one 


rap to me if Peace News were to die tomorrow 
if I were assured that thereby we were nearer 
the abolition of war. Not pacifism, but peace 
is the cause to which this paper is dedicated. 
If we have reached the time when many others 
—far more numerous than we— will be stir- 
ring as singlemindedly as we towards the 
same goal, we will rejoice, and serve tha 
great movement as loyally as we have tried’ 
to serve the small one. 
Contributions since Aug. 31: 
Total to date : £6,032 18s. 7d. 


THE EDITOR 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News, Ltd., and address them to the Accoun- 
tant. Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 


£14 23. 9d. 
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LAST ACT? 


"THE Germans, says the correspon- 

dent of the News-Chronicle, Sept. 
10, are now being ordered to dig the 
mass-graves which will be required 
for them in the coming winter. They 
have still enough strength to do so 
now ; but when the winter comes, 
they will not. 

Somehow, beside that news even 
the atom-bomb_ seems __ subsidiary. 
Involuntarily, one becomes detached 
and objective about this civilization 
which the atom-bomb can destroy. Is 
it really worth anything better than 
destruction ? 

As far as one can tell, what the 
victorious Allies have done, after hav- 
ing defeated Nazi Germany, is to 
create the conditions in which millions 
of Germans must inevitably die of 
hunger, and privation and disease 
this winter. As far as one can tell, 
the worst crimes the Nazis ever 
committed are to be outdone in a few 
months’ time by the Russians, the 
Americans and the British. They are, 
deliberately, trying to exterminate a 
nation in a lingering death. Says The 
Times (Sept. 11): 

‘“‘Germany faces this winter the prospect 
«f famine, and probably also of pestilence, 


on a acale experienced by no European country 
for several hundred years.’ 


The detached mind can come only 
to one conclusion: that the Nazis, 
the Russians, the Americans and the 
British are all representatives of one 
common civilization, which is in fact 
one common barbarism. Some of the 
creatures which compose this civili- 
zation have now invented a device 
whereby they can destroy themselves 
by the million in a moment. Within 
a year.or two this ignoble Homo 
Sapiens will have in his possesssion 
instruments of destruction with 
which he can obliterate the whole of 
his species within a day or two. The 
discovery comes in the nick of time. 
He can now get on with a job long 
overdue : his own entire self-extermi- 
nation. More than two hundred years 
ago, Dean Swift said it was what he 
deserved. 


So far, we have clung to the hope | 


that Swift was wrong. Now, we give 
him best. It seems to us highly prob- 
able that the only reason why the 
human race has not obliterated itself 
before is that it has lacked the means 
to do so. aly I noni 
urge has been driving it on till it 
discovered the appointed instrument. 
Now it has reached the goal. 

Before it commits its grand act of 
felo de se, towards which creation has 
groaned and travailed until now, it 
apparently intends to give one irre- 
fragable demonstration of its own 
turpitude. It has one of its com- 
ponent nations utterly at its mercy, 
as the result of a victory won in*the 
name of Justice, Christianity, Demo- 
cracy and a few other noble slogans. 
On behalf of the British people Mr. 
Churchill has declared to the Ger- 
mans that they may trust the Christ- 
ian morality of the British ; on behalf 
of the Russians Generalissimo Stalin 
has assured them that he intended no 
harm to the German people; on 
behalf of the Americans President 
Roosevelt told them that they were 
to be enriched with freedoms. Hitler 
told them that it was all lies. 

And so it was. All lies. 

Now the German people lies at the 
mercy of these crusaders for the 
right, the just and the true. This is 
September : still summer. The babies 
vf Berlin are dying like flies, Sober 
medical officers doubt whether there 
will be a baby in Berlin by mid-win- 
ter. Such a massacre of the innocents 
will never have been in Europe as 
the noble Allies are preparing today. 
And they will commit it, unless you 
and I and the other fellow across the 
road are going somehow io stop 
them. 

If we cannot, there is no need to 
worry about the atom-bomb. It is 
time we went. God is tired of us. 


Peace News is open for the expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly organ. 
Nor does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply any endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 


Probably some demonic | 


STRAY THOUGHTS of a 


VEN the Devil—if we may believe 


an old rhyme—aspired 
saint when he was sick. 


does not follow that the good resolutions 
of the Devil were unsound because he 
of a saint after his 


was the devil 
recovery. 


Personal calamities, like those of society, 
may give us occasion, and even the opportunity, 
to think. Some years ago | decided to master 
a bad temper for the purely selfish reason that 
adrenalin (which anger causes the suprarenal 
glands to secrete) raises the blood-pressure. 
In my case clinical evidence proved this to be 
And so, what was probably 
my first step towards real pacifism (after pro- 
fessing it for many years) arose from a sense 
of self-preservation, stimulated by disaster. 

Lying in bed once more, I have a better 
opportunity than most people, at this moment, 
to consider the implications of this “case 
history,” and of a good many other things. 
Because Man is now a sick Devil; and as the 
full danger of his disease becomes clear, he is 


highly dangerous. 


likely to think.more soberly. 
And, 


temper (it could not be much worse) 
but his survival, too, will depend upon 
his ability to restrain it. 


You wll notice that I am rather 
proud of this feat myself, because I 
agree with whoever said that there 
was no virtue in keeping your temper 
unless you had plenty to keep. Some 
pride in this achievement might even 
console people a good deal for the 
lost luxuries of empire, nationalism 
and militarism, should they decide 
that atomic devastation is too high a 
price to pay for these superfluities. 


Self-deception 


SUCH reflections will not of them- 

selves create in men the virtues 
of faith, hope or charity. But as the 
principal obstacle to clear thinking 
and an ethical attitude in any human 
problem is the self-deception that 
arises from our material interests (or 
what we imagine our interests to be) 
mankind should surely stand in a 
better position now that materialism 
as a working philosophy has been— 
quite literally—exploded. 

If, for example, it is agreed that 
riches are a bar to the Kingdom of 
Heaven, it may be assumed that 
absence of riches is a spiritual asset. 
Not, of course, that poverty is a pass- 
port, but that the absence of an im- 
pediment is the first condition to 
passing through the Needle’s Eye. 

And if selfish interests are a bar to 
clear thinking and Christian charity 
in the matter of war and peace, the 
fact that today such interests are 
confused and confounded by the 
products of their own evil genius, 
though it does not itself constitute a 
moral revolution, at least provides a 
situation in which reason and charity 
may be given a hearing. 


Are we ready ? 


TISHAT is why the pacifist message 
* acquires a new importance. And 
that does not mean that we have only 
to shout louder, or to shout at all. It 
means that we have to consider our 
words and our actions more carefully. 

We are like actors who have long 
been rehearsing for a drama. Sud- 


P.N. pamphlet for 
September 


Reginald Reynolds is the author of 
the September Peace News pamphlet. 
Entitled “The Fallow Groun-t of the 
Heart,” it is based on an address 
which he gave to a recent conference 
arranged by the War Resisters’ 
International with the co-operation of 
the National Council of the Peace 
Pledge Union. 

As we reported at the time, the 
news of the atomic bomb was re- 


sponsible for occasional deflections of | 


the conference from the programme 


laid down, and this pamphlet records 
one of these deflections. There was 
a strong feeling that the mesage 
should be made available to a wider 
public. 4 

Pamphlets in the Peace News series are 
published at approximately monthly intervals, 
and are normally priced 1d. ‘The Fallow 
Ground of the Heart” is nearly twice the 
normal 8-page length and wil] be published 
at 2d. Subscribers to the series will not have 
to pay extra, however, for there has been one 
month when no pamphlet was issued. 

Supplies will be dispatched to distributora 
with next week’s issue of Peace News (dated 
Sept. 21). 


unlike the Devil’s recovery 
rhyme, Man’s recovery will itself depend upon 
his making good resolutions and in his keeping 
them. Or, like myself, he may have a bad 


to be a 
But it 


in the 


bysReginald Reynolds 
denly and without warning comes the 
First Night. Do we know our parts? 
And if we know the lines, can we act 
the roles assigned to us? It is very 
late in the day to talk of such things, 
but that is how it is with us—we are 
still unprepared. 
Or perhaps I should speak for my- 
self alone and say: “I am unpre- 
pared.” I have known it for some 


man. 

Today I know from the reading of 
that journal some of the things that 
we need to ask ourselves; because 
Woolman, although he lived 200 years 
ago, was a very fine example for the~ 
pacifist in the modern world. He 
could speak hard truth with great 
gentleness, believed always in con- 
version by love and reason, and com- 
bined the greatest integrity in his 
own life with unbounded charity 
towards those who did not share that 
integrity. ‘ 


Questions to face 


"THE Society of Friends has a list 
of “ Queries” designed to pro- 
voke searching self-criticism among 
its members. I have formulated 
twelve queries for pacifists; but _in- 
stead of asking what “you” do, like 
the original Quaker queries, these 
first questions of mine all ask what 

“ J ” do. 

They are not intended to be shouted 
at other people from a public plat- | 
form. They are questions which, 1} 
think, almost all of us could put to | 
ourselves with some advantage .. . 
1. Is my pacifism always the expression of a 

living spirit, or does it sometimes 
degenerate ‘into a mere code of outward 
behaviour upon specified occasions? 

2. Does it find place in my dealings with less 
likeable neighbours and associates? Do I | 
practise with them the same irust, for- 
bearance and charity that will be neces- 


sary among men and nations if my ideals 
are to be realized ? 
3. Is there anything in my daily behaviour 


SICK 


DEVIL 


- Does my charity reach out towards the 
“‘enemy ” who oppresses me in my own 
country as readily as it does towards the 
foreign ‘“‘enemy”’ againet whom he wouid 
have me fight? 

. Is my object in passive resistance the mere 
obstruction of evil, or the conversion of 
those whose objects or methods I regard 
as misguided? 

8. Am I quite so sure in either case that I 
am not sometimes something of a prig? 

9. Have I been content to speak the truth 
about things? Could I have expressed it 

with more fairness to persona and to their 
motives? Have I given ‘the benefit of 
the doubt ” to those whose motives could. 
just conceivably, have been honourable ? 

10. Have I fully considered that most motives 
of conduct are mixed, that all judgment 
of motives is a matter of mere probability, 
and that no man has a right to judge 
more than the actions of his fellows? 

11. If I profess the second mile of charity, am 
J sure that I have yet achieved the first 
mile of doing bare justice? DoT get off 
other people’s backs before offering to 
teach them how. to walk? 

12. Do I measure my pacifism merely by the 

things I wilh mot do, or more by what J 

am willing to undertake? 


I owe most of these thoughts to 
John Woolman, but Query No.-11 
derives from reading Tolstoy. If you 
are interested and the Editor allows 
i here is a great deal more to be 
said. 


Lt * * 
Afterthought: Apropos of Query 
6, it is very hard to feel nicely about 
a gentleman I call the Minister of 
Slave Labour.... One of his men 
has just written me a silly letter 
(forwarded to me in hospital today) 
telling me to be a_hospital porter. 
Pacifism, assisted by a sense of 
humour, has not prevented my blood- 
pressure from rising. ... I asked 
a student here to test it, and find it’s 
gone from 160 to 200. 

This pacifism is a very difficult 
profession. What should one do? 
I’ve replied, but told the Exchange 
Manager that it would be injurious 
to my health and morals to risk fur- 
ther correspondence, so that future 
letters from him will be destroyed 
unread, though I bear him no per- 
sonal malice. 


__ Buried in Berlin 


“ Berlin, Sunday.—Graves are to be dug 
now which men, debilitated by weeks of under- 
nourishment, will not have the strength to 


dig in a few months’ time.”’-—News Chronicle, 

Sept. 10. Gin : 

Here with our enemies in a nation's 
grave 


‘Lie hopes of that world peace we 


thought to save. F 
One man’s starvation is another's 


gain. 
Am I my brother’s keeper? Thus 
spoke Cain. 
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which would make anyone fee! any in- 
ereased confidence in the faith which I 
profess? 


4. Are there not, on the other hand. many 
things which I say and do, which turn 
others away from my beliefs, because they 
do not see the fruits of that spirit in 
whose power I claim to live? 

5. 1f I claim to forgive my enemies, could it 
be said that I do not always extend such 
magnanimity to my friends? 


WORDS OF PEACE 
No. 142. 


Resides Germany, Prussia, is not 
evil through and through. Her mood 
is now evil. But we reap what we 
have sowed. It is as with a child: 
if with a sullen evil soul one provokes 
an evil mood in the child, there is 
destruction. But no child’ is all evil. 
And Germany is the child of Europe: 
and senile Europe, with her conven- 
; tions and arbitrary rules of conduct 
‘and life and very being, has provoked 
Germany into a purely destructive 
| mood... The good will not be long 
| in coming, all over Europe, if we can 
| but trust it in ourselves. 

D. H. Lawrence in 1915. 


Apply to Box Office, Royal Albert Hall,§ 
S.W.7. ? 


Kensington, 


THE WAR RESISTER No. 50 


(Bulletin of the War Resisters’ 


International) 
Contains recent information of 


the Movement in Europe 
Price 7d., post free 


Obtainable from : 
WAR RESISTERS' INTERNATIONAL 
11, Abbey Road, Enfield, Middx. 


WORKING FOR 
THE PP U 


A Development Committee 
Guide to Group Activities 


9d 


{post free 10d.) 


from the 


P P U BOOKSHOP, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1. 
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ACTION 


HE Groups of the PPU have never 
failed in the past to respond to 
a call to action. Indeed, it was the 
comparative inaction which the war 
years brought that caused a sense of 
frustration which many individual 
pacifists found so trying. Now the 
call to action has come again. 


The Public Action Committee 
arranged the recent demonstration in 
Trafalgar Square under the title of 
“Peace and the People” as an in- 
dication of their belief that we had a 
real part to play in securing a peare 
which would bring free- 
dom and justice to all. 
Then came the knowledge 
that the discovery of how 
to release the energy 
locked up in the atom had 


been turned to the most destructive 
instrument of totalitarian warfare. 
Had the pacifist an answer to the 
new problems thus created? The 
Public Action Committee believes that 
we have, and that the necessity to 
make plain the full meaning and im- 
plications of the Pledge to renounce 
war, under which we were already 
moving, has been increased beyond 


P.P.U. 
column 


measure by the new challenge and ; 


opportunity. 


The Executive Committee has now 
approved (by a majority vote) the 
plan of the Public Action Committee 
to initiate a sustained campaign under 
the title of “The Peoples’ Peace 
Crusade.” The Crusade will begin 
with a seriey of meetings on- succes- 
sive nights ¢s a team of speakers 
moves from Newcastle (Oct. 28) to 
London (Nov. 4). We hope to be 
able to arrange for other meetings in 
the South and West of England as 
well as in Scotland and Wales. 

The speakers will elaborate the Crusade 


manifesto, a copy of which appeared in last 
week’s Peace News and has been sent to all 


Groups. 

Already there is a good response. Public 
Action Committee has prepared the basis of 
the Crusade and initiated the plans, but 


success depends on every group and each 
individual. What is your Public Action going 
to be? 


Will you make a special] point of going to 
the Crusade meeting which is nearest to your 
home? Rally at each speaking-point in the 
route. If that is not possible will you 
arrange for some discussion of the Crusade 
Programme in your own district and give it 
all the publicity possible ? 

Further details can be obtained through the 
Secretary of the Public Action Committee at 
Dick Sheppard House, London. 

Let the PPU show its real strength as it 
once more moves INTO ACTION. 


STUART MORRIS. 


What you can 
prisoners 


A LTHOUGH it is impossible at 
= present to make direct personal 
contact with German prisoners, one 
practical method of help open: to 
everyone is to send books, music 
scores, musical instruments and occu- 
pational materials to the prison 
camps. 

The provision of these needs is a 
piece of practical help that PPU 
Groups might well undertake. Ken 
Woodroofe, PPU Service Secretary, 
would be glad to arrange for the 
collection of gifts by the Aliens Sec- 
tion of the Friends Relief Service if 
Groups will get into touch with him 
at Dick Sheppard House. 

The authorities stipulate that 
books should have no marking of 
any kind, and if these were removed 
beforehand it would’ relieve the 
pressure on the workers at the FRS 
Aliens Section. 

As many as 7,000 books have 
already been collected by the Aliens 
Section of the FRS but many more 
are needed, for the demand is con- 
siderable and is by no means con- 
fined to German works. 


BOOKS—ALL KINDS 


Many of the prisoners read 
English. Others have been attending 
English classes and as a result are 
eager to read anything and every- 
thing they can lay their hands on. 

In addition to novels and other 
literary works there ig also a demand 
for books on technical subjects such 
as engineering and architecture, and 
French, Greek and Latin textbooks. 

Classes in educational and technical sub- 
jects in the prison camps are often severely 
handicapped for lack of suitable books, and 
in one case a course in building was run 
without any books of any kind, the lecturer 
being entirely dependent on diagrams made 
by himself. 

German Bibles and hymn-books are also 


needed, for a feature of nearly every camp 
is the religious service and a Bible class. 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 


Musie scores and musica] instruments of 
all kinds would also be greatly appreciated. 


| Orchestras have been formed wherever instru- 


ments have been forthcoming, and offers of 
twenty harmoniums and pianos have already 


89S 9892-94422 
“I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL 


NEVER SUPPORT OR SANCTION 
ANOTHER.” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Further information from: General 
Secretary, PPU, Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh St., Londen, W.C.1. 


: the September issue of The Wayfarer. 


do for German 


The Bishop prayed 


for his enemies 


“ FREFORE the microphone of ! 

Singapore radio stood the 
Rt. Rev. Leonard Wilson, 19-year- 
old Bishop of Singapore. 

“He was conducting the service 
in Singapore radio's first full 
British programme since the for- 
tress fell. 

“On his back the marks of the 
lashes of his captors. In_ his 
memory visions of the floggings 
the Japs gave him... . 

“Relays of Japs, flogging him 
unconscious to try to get a con- 
fession that he had been a spy 

“The Bishop spoke over the 
microphone. ‘... . and now let 
us pray for our enemies.’ ” 

—Evening Standard, Sept. 7. 


been obtained for different camps through the 
FRS Aliens Section. The need for instru- 
ments is still! acute and in some camps guitars 
and even violins are being made from packing- 
cases and wire. 

Every scrap of occupational material will 
be fully utilised. Sacke for making theatre 
costumes, felt for slippers, leather cloth for 
small personal articles, pieces of wood for 
models and chessmen are all urgently re- 
quired. Handicraft tools, particularly those 
suitable for hospital patients, will be even 
More eagerly welcomed. Artists’ materials 
are also in great demand. 

Those who would like to know more abeut 
the needs of German prisoners and the way 
in which they are trying to cope with the 


will find an interesting article on “‘ Working 
Among German Prisoners ” by John W. Perry, 
secretary of the Aliens Section of peas 

e 
article is shortly to be reprinted as a leaflet 
and will be available for distribution from 
FRS. Friends House, Euston Road, London, 
N.W.1. 


Conference on ’Frisco 


A two-day conference for a consideration 
of the terms and implications of the United 
Nations Charter in the light of the current 
international situation and recent major 
developments, including the atom-bomb, is to 
| be held under the 
Peace Council at the Conway Hall, 
on Oct. 5 and 6. 

Introductory speakers and chairman will 
include Sir John Boyd Orr, MP, the Earl] of 
Darnley, Mr. H. N. Brailsford, Prof. G. D. H. 
Cole, Prof. David Mitrany, Mr. Victor Gol- 
lancz, Mr. H. Graham White, Prof. Norman 
Bentwich and the Rev. Henry Carter. 

National and local organizations are in- 
vited to send representatives, and individual 


London, 


visitors will be welcomed. Copies of the pro- 
gramme and full particulars will be sent on 
application to the National Peace Counci] at 
144, Southampton Row, London, W.C.1. 


limitation and monotony of prison-camp life | 


auspices of the National | 
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FREED AFTER FOUR 
| COURTS-MARTIAL 


| A LBERT LOMBARDO, of Shep- 

“herds Bush, has been discharged 
| from the Army and freed from Ridd- 
rie Detention Barracks, Glasgow, 
where he was serving a sentence of 
nine nciths’ detention imposed at his 
fourth court-martial. He had pre- 
viously served sentences of three and 
six months’ imprisonment, and 93 
days’ hard labour. 

After each of these sentences he had applied 
to the Advisory Tribunal, which on the firat 
two occasions rejected his claim and on the 
third registered him for non-combatant 
duties. 

The Jatest sentence, being of detention and 
not imprisonment, barred him from a further 
tribunal] hearing. After the three sentences 
of imprisonment a serious view was taken of 
this ; the case was taken up by the Central 
Board for COs, which, after considerable 
correspondence, has mow learnt that the 
balance of Albert Lombardo’s sentence has 
been remitted and that he has heen discharged 
from the Forces, “services no longer 
required.” 


Opposes death penalty for 
collaborators 


Those who read the accounts in 
Peace. News, earlier this year, of the 
magnificent courage shown by Dr. 
Kivind Berggrav, Bishop of Oslo and 
Primate of Norway, who braved Nazi 
wrath in resisting attempts to 
“Nazify” the State Lutheran 
Church, will be interested in a World- 
over Press report that he has been 
equally firm in taking a stand against 
killing, even after legal trial, the 
followers of Quisling. : 

Death sentences, the Bishop con- 
tends, will only brutalize the people 
and nullify the Christian view that 
every human being is susceptible of 
regeneration. 

(The Worldover Press report was dispatched 
to us from USA before Quisling’s trial opened 
in Oslo. At Friday’s hearing Quisling’s 
counsel argued that most of the crimes with 
which he had been charged had been com- 
mitted 18 months before the Norwegian 
Government in Landon introduced a pro- 
visiona] decree allowing the death sentence 


for collaborators. Before the war Norway 
had abolished the death penalty.) 


Material for C.0.s 


The August number of the Bulletin of the 
Central Board for COs is full of interesting 
material. The contents include an article by 
a British pacifist who was jailed by the Nazis 

| in Norway, an account of the experiences of a 

Canadian CO sentenced to three years’ penal 
| servitude after a court-martial in England, 
| and some reflections on the result of the 
General Election. The Bulletin costs 3d. (by 
‘post 4d.) from the CBCO, 6, Endsleigh S}., 
W.C.1. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
LATEST TIME for copy: Monday | 


FOR SALE & WANTED | 
CACTI 


Wow. Coupe: 
Idea.’ Sept. 17, 
Hall, Paimer St., 


Table Action. Why 


LONDON FORUM Public Lecture. 


SYBIL MORRISON on 
and How 7?” 


“Judgment andjassistant ; 


North.|Manager, 3 Blackstock 


a N AS house plants. ‘ Tel.: es 

before publication. gdns. Succulent collections Pactice ampton Regional Rally. Sat., Sept. SEE OMEI ENTE 
TERMS: Cash with order, 2d. per/fm. Haines, Nurserymen, 6 Pensona 22° Co-op. Labour Inst., Newland 
word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d.|gdns. St. Ebbes. Oxford.” © St. Kettering. 3.30-6 p.m.—bring 


Please don’t send stamps in! 
except for odd 


extra). 
payment, 


for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 low hp. 


Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its 
words, classification, and date. 

We reserve the right to hold over jhb-flat 


Dorchester. 
WANTED to 
first|German Prisoner-of-War Camp, good|Speaker: 
j2nd-hand, saxaphone, e-flat (alto) orjfriends are 
(tenor). Cd. 


THREE COUNTRY WORKERS, °W? tea. 


nence.!low in pocket and low at heel, would| 
Maximum length: 50 words. Address/purchase car, | 


Fred Page, Godmanstone, ing at Friends 
; Sudbury, on Sat., 


complete hand in|Chairman: Rev. 


pay about £25.'support this 


“YOU CAN Abolish War : 
low in price and with! Answer to the Atomic Bomb.” 


Winifred 


urgently 
meeting. 


jand bonus to right man. 
|Crick. Rugby. 

The 
Meet-'lic speaking. 
House, Friar St.,|travelling. Gd. 
Sept. 22, at 3 p.m./pndnt. State salary. Box 1 

H. Welbourne.| WANTED by decorating 
Rawlings. Alliclass tradesmen. Write for 

requested to|/ment: 180, 


PEACE NEWS wants jnr. 
learn phone switchboard, Endsleigh St., 


Rd., 


LADY REQUD. Experienced pub-|/married, no 
Resident London, no /office 


typist and corres-jclerk & 


C.B.C.0. Employment Dept., 6 


W.C.1, would like to 


office 


7.30 p.m. Alliance/and gen. reception-rm. work. No}hear_ of farms or market gdns. in 
Westminster. experience necessary. Salary accord-|the London area which are willing 
“ Public |iMZ to qualifictns. Anply Office|to employ C.0.s. 


Infor- 
other 


CLERICAL VACANCIES. 
mation about such vacancies, 


N.4. 


tractor-ploughman |than for shthnd. typs., would be wel- 
requd. Lodgings found. High. wages!comed by the C.B.C.0. Employment 


Thomas, |Dept., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 

HEAD CASHIER C.0., 29, 
children, 13 yrs. gen. 
experience, 7 yrs. as head 
cashier, full knowledge all 
29. accounts, banking, wages, income 
firm. 1st |tax, office management, desires 
appoint- change. Exempt on condtn. remain 


Kensington Park Rd.,'in present oecupation. Box 137. 


advertisements and to limit the fre- 
quency of continuing advertisemente. 


ACCOMMODATION 


STUDENT (Royal College 
urgently requires accmdtn. 


Kensington or district. Bed- 
Mod. 


GIRL 
of Art) 
October. 
sitting rm. or board-residence. 
terms. Box 1380. 

YOUNG COUPLE with daughter 
yr. old need unfurnshd. acemmdtn. 
within 25 miles Central London. Wil- 
ling share with another family with 
children with view to giving parents 


t 


more freedom. Gandy, 2 Selvage 
Lane, Mill Hill, N.W.7. 
YOUNG LADY GRADUATE, 


vegetarian, returning London Uni- 
versity in Oct., urgently requs. acc- 
mdtn., with or without board. Box 


134. 
RUSHMERE Guest House, Selsey. 


Home comfart. Ideally situated. 
Catera for conferences and group 
meetings during off season. Write 
Victer Smith (Manager for Stephen| 
Stoner & Co. Ltd.). } 

PATRICK, PEEL, Isle of Man.! 
Strong man offered board-residence. , 
fortnight October in return for 
trench-digging, four hours daily. 
Lovely spot, super-tonic air. Apply : 
Clara Walls, Arthur Cottage. 


EDUCATIONAL 

SPEAKING AND WRITING 
lessons (correspndnce. or visit) 5s.; 
classes is. 6d. Diffident, nervous, 
and hesitant people specially helped, 
also stammerers. Dorothy Matthews. 
B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London. 
N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 

PIANOFORTE TUITION. Care‘ul 
and considerate attention for adult 
beginners of all ages. Bernard Wells- 


bury. Studio 14. Hanover St. (Ox- 
ford Circus), W.1. 


Aliens Section, 
vice, Friends Eustcn Rd., 
Londan, N.W.1. 

WANTED. Hand printing press, 
“Adana” or similar, for waod en- 
Rraving, etce.; type, accessories. Tap- 
sell, Burton in Lonsdale, Carnforth. 

LONDON B.A. Hood far sale. Silk 
ea perfect. Fifty ehillings. Box 
135. 

RUBBER STAMPS made to order. 
State requments. Stamp brings auo- 
tation and specimens. BM/FTLV, 
London, W.C.1. 


Friends 
House, 


LITERATURE, &e. 


40.000 SECOND-HAND baoks on 
Teligion, vavchology. philosovhy. 
sociology, fiction, hiography. Also 
church vestments. Lista 24d. Books 
of all kinds benght. Send list. 
Kingdom Rooks, Eaat Mersea. Col- 
chester, Essex. 

THE TRUE TEACHING of the 
Rible has heen obscured by human 
tradition. We invite you to read 
“Back ta the Bible” which sets 
forth its simple truths, free from 
Christadelphian, 67a Coldharbour. 
Lane. Haves. Middx. 

ALDOUS HUXLEY—cavies of his 
novels for sale at 5s. a volume. Apply 
to J. Bate, 61 Evington Rd., 
Leicester. 


MERTINGR. &c 

STREATHAM P.P.U: “ Peace and 
the New Parliament.” Rev. Patrick 
Figgis. Reginald Sorensen, M.P., 
Ernest Foeg, chair. St. Leonard’s 
Church Hall. 8 p.m., Wed., Sept. 19. 
Buses 49. 59. 115. 118, 133, 159. 
Trame 8. 16, 18. 20. Tube Trinity Rd., 


then 49 bus. SR. Station Streatham. 

“THE HUMAN Situation in 
Europe.” Rev. Henry Carter. Percy 
Rartlett {recently returned fm. 


Europe). National Society’s Hall. Gt. 
Peter St.. S.W.1. Mon.. Sept. 17, 7 
p.m. F.o.R. (London Union). 


Relief Ser-| 


PATRICK FIGGIS, subject ‘Future 
of P.P.U.” at 7.30, Sept. 21, 8 Ends- 
leigh Gdns. Central London Group 
welcomes you. 

NORTH LONDON REGION. Roy 
Walker; subject ‘‘Resistance in Nor- 
way” on Mon., Sept. 24, at 8 p.m. 
Adult School, Palmers Rd.. Arnos 
Grove (nr. Arnos Grove Tube stn.). 
Please make a special effort to come 
along. 


PERSONAL 
SPICELANDERS. Reunions are 
proposed in London on afternoon af 
Sept. 29, 
end. Nov. 3-4. If interested write 
Hilda Baldwin, Redcot, Hertford Rd., 
Digswell, Welwyn. for details. Your 
latest address and news wd. anyway 
be welcomed by her or John Hoare, 


Bedford Institute, Quaker St., E.1. 
GARDENING (EXPERT) offered 
by C.O. exchange rm. Richmond dis- 
trict. Box 136. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
We cannot confirm satisfactory 


conditions of employment in all posts 
advertised. Applications in doubt are 
recommended to consult the Central 
Board for COs, 6 Endsleigh St., 
W.C.1., which will often be able to 
give useful advice. 

WAR RESISTERS’ 
urgently requ. competent shthnd. 
typist. Knowledge of languages 
useful but not essential. Pl. write 
stating age, experience @nd salary 
requd., with photograph if possible. 
War Resisters’ International Head- 
quarters, 11 Abbey Rd.,_ Enfield, 
Middx. 

COMPOSITOR wtd. by printers of 
Peace News, write or call. Clifford 
Printing Co.. 12b, Manor Rd., Stoke 
Newington, London, N.16. 


International 


and at Spiceland at wk-! 


Notting Hill Gate, W.11. 

WANTED for showrm. 
work : girl leaving school. Apply by 
wri'ing to: David Hynd, interior 
decorator, 180, Kensington Park Rd., 
W.11. 

COUPLE WANTED immediately 
to take charge of small market gdn. 
and poultsy, some housework. Mey- 
nell, Bradfields Farm, Toppesfield, 
Essex. 


and office 


Kirkstall Lane, 
Leeds. Kitchen matron 
training adolescent girls. 
Superintendent. 

SEGRETARY-shthnd-typg., some 
book-keeping, requd. for estate busi- 
ness, central London. 5 gns. 
Write age, experience, etc., to Box) 
132. 

TAILORING. Wtd. breeches and 
trousers maker. State age and ex- 
perience, Camfield, 82, High St., 
Crawley, Sussex. 

TEN MILES 


Headingley, 
requd. for 


Apply 


Home, 


south of Grimsby. 
Tree-felling, cording, firewood log 
cutting. Complete job offered com- 
petent gang of C.0O.s. Excellent 
piece-work rate. C.O. employer wil- 
ling to give all heln to genuine appli- 
cants. Potts, 44, Hereford Rd., Not- 
tingham. 


BETHANY HOUSE Girls’ Training | 


YOUNG MAN with literary inter- 
ests and clerical experience wd.- like 
opening in small bk.-shop, with view 
to learning business. Preferably Lon- 


don. John Larkman, 72 Wychwood 
Ave., Luton, Beds. 
C.0., 23, social work condition, 


seeks post. Some experience. South 
preferred. Varied interests including 
dramatics; drive car, clerical. In- 
‘door or out. Box 138. 
C.0. (23) requs. situation, London 
jor Home Counties. Agricultural, 
market gardening, clerical experi- 
ence. Consider anything. Box 139. 
YOUNG MAN, 6 mths. experience 
gen. farmwork and market-garden- 
ing, seeks work, preferably on small 


wkly.|farm with access to London. Smith, 


Norton Grounds Farm, Aston Sub- 
edge, Campden, Glos. 
CAPABLE and Experienced trac- 


tor-driver and gen. farm hand setks 
situation preferably in Home Coun- 


ties, with cott. Hunt, Norton 
Grounds Farm, Aston Subedge. 
Campden, Glos. 

MISCELLANEOUS 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ker- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday. 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro~ 
ductiona. Consultations all problems. 
Western 89235. 


WANTED for Private School (170 
boys), Assistant Master or Mistress 
free to take up duties Sept. 25 or as 
soon after as possible. Write, offer- 
ing subjects, to Box 133. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


PROFESSIONAL Secretarial Ser- 
vice. Duvlicating, ete. Mabel Kvle« 
84 The Vale, Southgate, N.14. PAL 


T3R6. 


C.0. (25) INTER. R.I.B.A., con- 
dtn, of exemption ‘‘ Humanitarian,” 
seeks work. Write Box W1. 
HOUSE REPAIRS and decoratn. 
work wtd. Write South, 10, 
Chichester Place, W.2. Phone : SHE 


5173 


ALLYSOL—SEND stamps 6d. for 
two 20-page booklets of life-conserv- 
ing information about garlic: q) a 
herbal remedy with 5,000 yeats of 
history; (2) Rheumatism and Catarrh 
dissolved at their root. A‘dysol Com- 
pany. Fairlight, Sussex. ? 
ACCOUNTANT C.0O. writes up 
traders books, prepares Profit and 
Loss Accounts Balance Sheets and 


Income Tax Returns. Company 
formations arranged. Audits and 
costing undertaken. Box 96. 

ACCOUNTANT. Income Tax 
adjusted. Books written up and 
Accounts prepared. Prompt atten- 
tion. Box 124. 
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‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


to a policy of supernational economic 
collaboration of a new kind, of which 
the restoration of the Ruhr would be 
a first essay. 

It is no use its trying to avoid 
plain-speaking on economic issues 
with USA, or on political with Russia. 
That is inevitable anyhow. But the 
danger is that the Labour govern- 
ment may be too preoccupied with 
the grave problems of domestic re- 
construction, too deeply implicated in 
the negative foreign policy of 
Churchill, too subservient to the 
obsolete mentality of the Army to 
take the bold and creative line. 

The first step is to insist on getting 
the vital industries of the Ruhr into 
production again. As Mr. Crossman 
shows in an article in The New 
Statesman (Sept. 8) the upper ranks 
of our military government in Ger- 
many are incapable of understanding 
the task—still less grappling with it. 
A root and branch change of person- 
nel, and clear politico-economic direc- 
tives are required. 

But even Mr. Crossman ignores— 
in true New Statesman fashion—the 
problem created by Russia’s hostility 
to any industrial revival of Germany 
in Western Europe. Any pagicy of the 
kind demands a readiness to face a 
show-down with Russia—and perhaps 
with USA as well. 


A practical plan 


BY far the-best practical policy is 

that advocated by The Economist. 
It is that France, Belgium and Hol- 
land should combine with Western 
Germany to get the Ruhr into pro- 
ductivity again in order that it may 
be used for the economic reconstruc- 
tion of Western Europe as a whole 
—necessarily including Western Ger- 
many. This would be a genuine, con- 
structive “internationalization” of 
the Ruhr. 

It is to be feared that the “ inter- 
nationalization ” of the Ruhr which de 
Gaulle is demanding (Times, Sept. 
10) is very different from this, and 
consists primarily in the political de- 
tachment of the Ruhr from Germany. 
But there seems no reason why a 
constructive British plan should not 
satisfy France. 

The economic collapse of Germany 
can be viewed with complacency by 
Russia, with indifference by USA, but 
for the nations of Western Europe so 
to regard it is suicidal lunacy. So also 
is the idea that the Ruhr can be ex- 
ploited, solely to the benefit of the 
Western nations, without permitting 
the modest reconstruction of Ger- 
many. If the Ruhr is to produce, the 
life of Western Germany must be 
revived—not indeed as an independent 
nation, but as a member (on what- 
ever stern probation) of an economic 
federation of Western Europe. 

It is at this point we fear that the 
influence of USA may be used against 
the reconstruction of Western 
Europe: for such a federation would 
necessarily develop some degree of 
economic self-sufficiency. The immi- 
nent danger is that not only Russia 
and USA will forbid Western Europe 
to work out its own salvation, but 
that France from an anachronistic 
nationalism and the Communists 
through subservience to Moscow, may 
sabotage the effort from within. 

The responsibility of Britain, now 
in actual control of the Ruhr, is tre- 
mendous. 


THE LAST CHANCE 


a THE imagination of the people of 
this country has not yet grasped 
the consequences of the atomic bomb. 
But it means that if there is another 
war civilization will be utterly des- 
troyed. Either there must be no war 
or the world must accept destruc- 
tion.” 
—Mr. P. J. Noel-Baker, Minister 
of State, at a Foreign Office con- 
ference, Sept. 7. 


P.P.U. Service plans 


The writer's name was unfortunately 
omitted from last week's ‘“‘PPU_ Service 
Column” on this page. It was by Ken Wood- 
toofe, the .PPU Service secretary,“ and in- 
quiries resiflting from it should be addressed 
to him at Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1. 


i ———__—— 


The PPU Summer School opens tomorrow 
(Saturday) at Spicelands, Devon, and will last 
for a week. A report will appear in Peace 
News-in due course. 


We must think again 


S BSERVER ” has written 
of the atom-bomb as 
taking us “into a new 

dimension.” It is a telling 
phrase and one that will bear 
elaboration. A new dimension 
means that our old points of 
view give an inadequate pers- 
pective of the whole; that there 
are intervals of thought to 
be traversed whose existence 
we hardly suspected. The atom- 
pa I believe, does mean all 
this. 


Its first impact on thought was 
perhaps mainly, and naturally, 
emotional, We were simply and 
humanly horrified by a step forward 
in » destructiveness incomparably 
greater than any single step that 
had preceded it. 


Should we have been’ equally 
horrified if the first tip-and-run raids 
of this war had changed overnight to 
the blanket-bombing of 1944? It is 
difficult to say, but it is at least con- 
ceivable, and therefore I do not 
believe that the impression made by 
the atom-bomb is merely one of 
relative scale. 


A new threat 


But it would be idle to deny that 
even scale has its absolutes. We 
have for the first time reached a 
technique by which, almost literally, 
all human life on this earth could be 
destroyed and only primitive chaos 
left. The gambler’s chance of sur- 
vival has been reduced to a tiny 
fraction. 

This is surely cause enough for 
new thought, even though not new in 
imagination, for it was the theme of 
H. G. Wells’ “Shape of Things to 
Come,” and indeed has been often 
used as an argument against war 
when far less possible technically. 
But the destruction of humanity is, in 
fact, too great a cataclysm to seem 
éntirely real. None of us can partici- 
pate in it to a greater extent than 
the death of ourselves and of the few 


hundred or thousands who make up 
the community of our daily lives. 

What makes the real problem is 
not how to meet that cataclysm of 
death, but how to continue to live 
under its shadow. One has a feeling 
that the whole scale of life has to be 
increased to be comparable with the 
possible scale of death, as though— 
in some queer way—our ordinary 
lives do not justify the abnegation of 
so stupendous and magnificent a 
climax. 


Glories of peace 


That thought is, I believe, more 
real than it appears at first glance. 
Pacifists have perhaps repressed a 
thought that may be less strange to 
others: that war has—not in spite of, 
but because of its horror—a fascina- 
tion that makes each generation half 
unwilling to pass on without ex- 
periencing: it, 

Nothing else seems of quite the 
same magnificence, so that the 
pacifist message tends to carry with 
it not only the direct offer of quietude, 
but also, subtly interwoven, an 
appeal for abnegation, for the sacri- 
fice of high excitement to the more 
temperate pleasures of peaee. It is 
a strange reversal of the desire for 
peace that is supposed to be in every 
man, but it remains the sad truth that 
few have been able to show forth the 
glories of peace, and it would be 
foolish not to realize how hard a task 
it is for the imagination. 

That is one thought arising from 
the atomic bomb. The next starts, at 
any rate, at a more pedestrian 
economic and political level. It is 
easy to say that the atom-bomb is 
merely a more efficient instrument of 
destruction; that its existence does 
not affect moral first principles, which 
stand as they have always stood. 
That may be true, but it is only a 
half-truth. 


Problem of expression 


That men should have the motives 
of peace remains an undoubted good. 
But after the motive comes its ex- 
pression. It is not enough that we 


LETTERS 


America’s|hates and fears 


ONE can take many a bitter pill 
“from “ Observer,” washed down 
by his weekly cold douches of grim 
reality. But sometimes the pill 
rather sticks in one’s throat. ‘“ Noth- 
ing could be more dangerous,” he 
writes, “than that Communism 
should sweep the West of Europe: 
not so much because Britain is 
opposed to Communism, as_ because 
USA hates and fears it passionately.” 


What is so hard to Bwallow about that is 
mot the reflection on Communism as such, 
put the whole implication that Europe's (and 
Britain’s ? and the world’s ?) future poli- 
tico-economic destiny is to be determined and 
dominated by America's febrile “‘ fears and 
hates ’’-—re-inforced, presumably, by the 
trump card of the atom-bomb. 


Further, why does the US fear and hate 
Communism 7? From good motives or bad, or 
what mixture of these ? From genuine fear 
and hate of totalitarianism, or because it 
appears to threaten the hidden and demo- 
cratically disguised, but all the more real, 
totalitarian tyranny of dollar-debt and dollar- 
diplomacy, which plutocracy is out to impose 
on the world ?. From a_ real concern for 
human freedom, or merely from fear and hate 
of any check on an irresponsible and unscru- 
pulous racket of ‘‘free’’ competitive enter- 
prise (so-called) and international sharp 


practice ? 
DION BYNGHAM. 


‘<Refusal to sanction violence” 
Des the Public Action Committee of the 


PPU mean what it appears to say when 
it epeaks of “the special contribution of paci- 
fists" to the “ admittedly complex problem ” 
of the situation created by the atom-bomb as 
including ‘‘ the refusal to sanction the method 
of violence, even in a minimum form and for 
a good end’ ? 

Since when have pacifists refused to sanc- 
tion the coercive power of the civil State ? 
I have met one or two who did ; but they were 
not members of the PPU, and parted from 
it precisely on that ground. 

A PACIFIST WHO IS NOT 
AN ANARCHIST. 


Our P.o.W. slaves 


S a denunciation of the United Nations’ 

inhuman treatment of the German people, 
““Observer's "’ inspired article ‘‘ Making a 
Belsen of Germany” could not be kettered. 
There is, however, one aspect of Allied in- 
humanity not mentioned by ‘ Observer,” 
namely the retention of prisoners of war and 
their use as slave labour. 

Many of these poor fellows have been pri- 
soners for years and even now, after the end 
of the war, there is little or no sign of their 
release. It is true, as ‘‘ Critic’? writes in the 


New Statesmen (Aug. 25), that known Nazis 
are being returned to Germany ; but for anti- 
Nazis life as a prisoner is interminable. 

Some of these unfortunate prisoners are 
being employed to ease London’s 
problem, some to help on our farms, while 
others are merely kept in idle and useless 
captivity. Meanwhile the probability of many 
thousands dying in Europe this winter of hun- 
ger and for lack of fuel and shelter becomes 
a certainty. Many prisoners were in peace- 
time farm labourers und builders, and_ if 
allowed to return to their homes and families 
would work with enthusiasm and effect to 
mitigate the coming shortage. 

DOUGLAS MEAGER. 
125. Sandford Road, 
Mapperley, Nottingham. 
What you can do to help German prisoners— 
page 3. 


Not interested now ? 


HE Prison Reform Council] (or, as it used 
to be called. the Prison Medical Reform 
Council) enjoyed a great deal of support from 
COs and pacifists during the war-years. Is 
it a coincidence that this support has notice- 
ably declined sirce the war ended ? Or are 
pacifists, like some other people, interested in 
prisons only when they are likely to be in- 
mates 7? 
The “ conchies ” of the last war who under- 
tock a partietiar job in this field did not 
reat until they had finished it. If the COs 


of this war wish to avoid the shame of leaving | 


their share of o similar job half-completed, 
one way in which they can do so is by giving 
this Council their continued support. 
ROGER PAGE, 
Secretary, Prison Reform Council. 
53. Greencourt Road, 
Petts Wood, Kent. 


An affirmative Pledge 


NE correspondent writes in PN, Aug. 17, 

of an ‘affirmative Pledge.” I do not 
agree -with the proposal there set forth, but 
do believe the time is ripe for an affirmative 
Pledge. . , 

Could we not with comparatively slight ex- 
penditure circularize all signatories, asking 
them to sign a new and positive pledge ta 
work for peace through concerted action ? 
We might receive 20,000 replies, perhaps 
80.000, bnt would it not. be much better to 
work with a willing 20,000 than to stagger 
under the burden of a dend 149 QAA ? 

HENRY HOLDEN. 

10. Burlington Street, 

Blackburn. Lanes. 


Any thanks ? 


ore often make enough noise about 
their grouses, but, what of their thanks ? 

How many of us wrote to thank James H. 
Hudson for his anti-conscription speech (re- 
ported in PN, Aug. 31) in the Commons 
Dehate on the address ? It is uv to every one 
of us to see that the spokesmen we have get 
a few words of thanke. 

J. V. HERBERT COOKSON. 
Black Hall, Chipping, 


nr. Preston, Lanes. 
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| Tom Early, a PPU member, was at 
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| Alan Staniland 
on pacifists and 
the atomic bomb 
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should have good will, we have to 
learn to make it manifest even to the 
doubting and suspicious. And as the 
scale of the problem grows, the 
manner of manifestation becomes 
more important, for increasingly men 
have to trust those whom they cannot 
know, whom they may never meet 
face to face. 

How is good will to be made mani- 
fest? I do not at present see the 
answer. The renunciation of personal 
violence is a renunciation within our 
power; so is the refusal to bear arms, 
which might have sapped the strength 
of armies. In each generation the 
pacifist seeks to reaffirm his renun- 
ciation in terms that shall have mean- 
ing for his time: how does he re- 
affirm it for a concentrate of violence, 
created, it would almost seem, to be 
the instrument of a minority? 


Renounce it . . . how? 


Before this war pacifists believed 
that Great Britain should lead in dis- 
armament. If that had been the 
nation’s will, its expression would not 
have been difficult. Britain without 
its navy would be a nation manifestly 
seeking peace, Huge reserves of 
heavy bombers, painfully elaborated 
fleets of destruction; these, given the 
techniques of 1944, might have been 
our present sacrifice to international 
good will. But how do we renounce 
the atom-bomb, in fact and not only 
in words? 

The crucial point, as I see it, is that 
the atom-bomb is not, as many 
weapons have been, an extension of 
available industrial technique. It is, 
itself, the precursor of a new econo- 
mic age. 

In the future great forces of des- 
truction will not be merely potential 
in industry, they will be ever-present. 
We shall live side by side with them. 
Giants will walk the earth. 

At the moment, we are told, the 
production of atom-bombs is a pro- 
cess open to few; not only because of 
the secrecy of information, but also 
because of the immense cost. It is 
unlikely that situation will last, just 
as it is unlikely that a special recipe 
requiring Uranium 235 will remain 
the only resource of the sub-atomist. 

Ten years or a hundred years, 
sooner or later, every nation in the 
world will traffic in sub-atomic 
energy: Peaceful or warlike, they 
will do so because in no other way 
will they be able to keep level with 
the world-economy. What then are 


‘the chances of renouncing the atom- 


bomb so that even those who hate us 
will believe us? 
(TO BE CONCLUDED.) 


Street-seller jailed 


Marlborough St. police-court sent to 
prison for five days for non-payment 
of a 10s. fine imposed by the court 
on the previous Monday. 

While selling the anarchist publi- 
eation Freedom (formerly War Com- 
mentary) outside Hyde Park on Sept. 
2 he was arrested, together with 
another seller, Cecil Stone, and 
charged with obstruction. Cecil Stone 
.was also fined 10s., which he paid. 


“Then I turned and lifted up 
mine eyes, and looked, and behold 
a flying roll.” (Zechariah V.) 


Do you regard death as inevit- 
able ? 


. The Lord God asaya it will be overcome 
in these latter days, through the reasons 
and conditions in the Flying Roll referred 
to in the above prophecy. 


Written at God's command by J. J. 
Jezreel, it is published in three booka, 
each over 200 pages. The origin of evil is 
explained therein; and spirit, soul and 


body defined. Jesus Christ, the witness of 
immortality, is shown as poseeasing these 
parts, see Luke XXIV, 39. Surely such 
a book is worth examination! Each 
volume cloth-bound = 1/10d. Voleme I, 
paper-bound 1/4d. All post free from 


Cc. H. COLLINS 


17, Uplands Terrace, Greenford, Middx. 
WwW. G. KNOWLES 


$9, Bromhill Road, Aberdeen. 
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